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'I’ w o 

PRIVATE L E T T E R S. 


L E T T E R L 

On tiic Ganges near Boglipour, 
A u gull i6, 1787. 

MY DEAREST FATHER, 

A LTHO’ I very lately Tent to the pofl- 
ofhcc an overgrown packet for iny good 
Mother, which I rather (uppofe liic will re- 
quire a liiperior degree of patience to perulc, 
yet, as tlie veflel which is to convey out 
prefent difpatchcs, from various caules is 
detained at Calcutta, and probably the montii 
may expire before (he quits the Roads, 1, in 
confequcnce of this delay, determined upon 
addrelhng a few lines to you, to dclcribe 
the progrcls we have already made in our 
Expedition up the country, with all occur- 
rences worthy ol note, fincc we left the 
Prefidcncy. 

This event took place the eSih of la'l 
month, when the Governor general with all 

A 2 Ills 
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his family and ftalf officers, proceeded to the 
firft military ftation called Barrickpore, about 
12 miles from Calcutta. — Here we remained 
till the next morning, to colleft all our budge- 
rows, pinaces and boats, to the amount of 
fifty; and palling all the foreign fettlements 
without flopping to pay or receive compli- 
ments, we arrived at a place called Sookfau- 
gur, near 30 miles from Calcutta, late in the 
evening. — We here faw a good Englifli-built 
houfe, belonging to a merchant ; and a large 
indigo manufaftory, the fmell of which was, 
if poffible more offenfive than the flax pits 
in the Lincolnfhire fens. The next day, July 
30th, we reached Micfapour, 30 miles fur- 
ther, the country a perfect fwamp, and in- 
nundated in many parts, to the very doors 
of the mifcrable huts of the native farmers. 
The 31ft. we made nearly the fame progrefs, 
through a much drier and pleafanter part 
of the province, having the rice grounds 
beautifully green, with feveral line topes of 
trees, on both fides the river, in the cen- 
tre of which, many well inhabited villages 
were fituated. On the ill. of this month, 
IjEMWig quitted the Hooghley river, and got 

into 



into the Coffinbazar, which river you will 
fee in Rennel’s map of Bengal, meets the 
Jellinghee near Nuddcah, and together form 
the Hooghley, which runs by Calcutta into 
the fea. — We this day paffed a place, re- 
puted to abound with tygers, called Pattotee, 
and arrived at Augah-deep in the evening ; 
both thefe fpots arc marked in the above 
map. The 2d of Auguft brought us to the 
fmall village of Surampore, near Plalfey, — 
and on the 3d we beheld thofe famous plains 
of Plalfey, where lord Clive’s bravery and 
good conduct, aided by the bafe treachery of 
Jaffier Ali Cawn, who deferted his mailer 
to join his troops with thofe of the noble 
invader, gained imjmortal glory in the com- 
plete overthrow of the numerous forces 
of the unfortunate Nabob! The grove 
where our troops encamped is Hill in ex- 
illencc, and part of the nabob’s hunting 
feat, where lord Clive fixed his head 
quarters, tho’ the river has encroached 
confiderably on the field of battle, and 
walked a great deal of it away. — The 
courfe of the river here is fo exceedingly 
ferpentine, that we were during the whole 
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day in fight of Plafley, and feemed in the 
evening to anchor as clofe to it as when 
we firft law it in the morning — vide Ren- 
nel’s Bengal map. — On thele plains great 
part of the year, the hunting and ftiooting 
is wonderfully fine, and I may add courfing 
too; — -the hunting confifts in tyger, hog, 
and deer; the Ihooting in partridge, quail, 
black cocks, &c. and the courfing which 
is excellent fport in many parts of Bengal, 
in hares and foxes : the laft affords belt 
diverfion with englilh greyhounds. — have 
not been able to purfue all thel'e amufe- 
Ihents as yet, but am ftrongly defirOus of 
being in fome meafure acquainted with them 
all during our refidence in India. The 
Nabob of Bengal, Moubaric ul Dowla, 
who had come down from the city of 
Moorfhedabad, the place of his refidence, 
on purpofe to pay his refpefts to the Go- 
vernor, was here introduced in Hate on 
board the governor's budgerow, and he 
attended us afterwards all the way to his 
own palace in the city, where our fleet 
arrived on the 6th. For the fake of con- 
nefting this detail of our progrefs up to 

the 
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the prefent day, I mull return again to 
Plafley, tho’ I much fear the whole of this 
account will prove exceedingly unintereft- 
ing and tedious to you. At prefent, my 
dear fir, as I have no other fubjeft to 
write upon, you mull excufe my folely 
adhering to it. 

From Plaffey on the 4th of Auguft, we 
proceeded to another fmall village, called 
Cowragatch, where we lay too for the 
night ; — But I fhould remark here, the 
cuftom in travelling by water, and never 
to be deviated from excepting in the moft 
preffing circumftances, is to fix your boat 
clofe to the fhore every evening about 
fun-fet, as the navigation is often interupt- 
ed by fand-banks and other impediments, 
which in the dark would be difficult to 
avoid; and at the fame time the people 
belonging to your boats have an opportu- 
nity which ffiould ever be granted them, 
pf dreffing their victuals on fhore; for this 
permiffion is abfolutely requifite if your 
fervants are Hindoos, as they never eat 
on board j — Muffulmen are not fo ftri^El, 
and pay more regard to the cravings of 

nature 



( 8 ) 

nature than the religious half-ftarv'd Hindoo! 
To fliew further how extremely fearful the 
latter call of natives are of defilement, 
particularly in regard to their food, it is 
a conllant rule with the Hindoos to throw 
aw'ay every thing that an European may 
accidentally touch, and often while cook- 
ing their food they will filently endeavour 
to prevent your too near approach, by 
drawing a circle round the fpot they are 
occupying for that purpofe ; — fhould you 
perchance flep over it, pollution enfues, 
and the meal is inftantly flung away ! — 
I am told that even the very laft morfel 
would in fimilar circumftances fliare the 
fame fate. I 

On the 5th, we pafled Raggamatty, a 
village pleafantly fituated; the firft hill I 
have feen in Bengal, and I fancy the 
only one in the whole province, was here, 
with a fmall European-built houfe upon 
it; and a Bungalow formerly inhabited by 
Sir Elijah Impey. In the evening of the 
5th we came to another military ftation, 
named Burrampour, where a Brigade of 
the army is ftationed. > — His lordfhip, in 

his 



( 9 ) 

his new capacity of Commander in chiefs 
landed here, and attended the Parade of 
the different corps; when the tifual com-- 
pliments being paid, he re-embarked the 
fame night, and proceeded the next mor- 
ning to Moorfhedabad. While the \vhoIe 
fleet of boats were paffing through this long 
miferablc -looking city, the Governor with 
part of his fuite attended the nabob at his 
palace, where an elegant entertainment in 
the englifh flile was prepared — his lordihip 
had the honor of a conference alfo with 
two old black ladies, relations of the na- 
bob, called the Begums, which title denotes, 
I fancy, women of royal rank and dignity, 
—-as the cuftom of the country forbids 
thefe good dames ‘^to be feen of men" 
a curtain divided the addreffers and the 
addrefled, which rendered the ceremony 
rather a fubjedl of mirth. On the yth we 
again pufhed on, but perhaps you'll expe6l 
tne to be more deferiptive of the ancient 
fefidence of the Bengal Soubahs. — The 
city of Moorfhedabad reaches full fix miles 
in extent, I judge fo from the time we 
%ere going through it, the Coflinbazar' 

B river 
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river runs in the centre, and during the 
rains under many houfes of the inhabitants: 
excepting here and there a tolerable build- 
ing, the dwelling of an European or a 
principal black man, I can give you no 
better idea of this great City, than by 
comparing it to Bungate, Newark, or any 
other mud-built village about you, — and 
the country round it at this feafon, brings 
to my recollcftion, the forlorn appearance 
of Haxey commons in times of yore I 
when the full-fwoln Vicar’s-dike impatient 
of confinement ufed with hideous roar to 
burll its barrier ; and by a wide extended 
deluge render that pretty rural hill, the 
feat of health, plenty, and content, nearly 
infular. On the 7th as before obferved, 
we left this place, difiant from Calcutta 
192 miles by water, with a fine fair gale, 
which pufhed us on very rapidly, and in 
the evening we flopped at a fmall village 
called Mahmudpour in the map; — we had 
the ill luck to lofe two of our fmall ciaf^ 
in this day’s run, overfet by the carelelf- 
nefs and flupidity of the people in them.^ 
Colonel Rofs efcaped a ducking here rather 

narrowly^ 
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ffarrowly, as he ftepped out of one of thcfe 
boats juft in the aft of her finking. — • 
There’s never any danger to be appre* 
bended for the fafety of the black boat- 
men in cafe of accidents of this nature 
befalling them, from the circumftance of 
their partaking full as much of a" watry as 
an earthly element ; — indeed" you would 
fuppofe them perfeftly amphibious. 

On the 8th in the evening we arrive^d at 
Sooty, near the entrance into the Ganges 
from the Coflinbazar river : On the gtb early 
in the morning got into this noble river, up- 
on which I am at this inftant fcribbling, and 
remained near Oudanulla that night, and paf- 
fed it on the loth, and alfo Rajemal, where 
we crolTed over the Ganges into a fmall river 
running nearly parallel, to avoid the prodi- 
gious rapidity of the current, fuppofed to 
run in the height of the rains, at the rate 
of feven or eight miles an hour in feveral 
places. It is extremely difficult to ftem this 
aftonifhing ftream in the rainy feafon, nor, 
can you venture to ufe your fails againft it, 
without a very ftrong breeze in your favor j 
when this is not the cafe, ten or twelve 

B 2 black 
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black fellows, who are termed Dandies 
l;he Hindoftan language, tow your boat 
along ftiore, as fall as the horfes do the 
coal-barges in your river. Thefe' people 
appear to earn their wages, only three 
Rupees per month, in the hardeft and 
faireft manner, for when you are deprived 
of the wind’s afliftance, they will aflually 
drag a large heavy budgerow, bigger than 
your Wifbicb paffage-boat, at the rate of 
near three, miles an hour, from morning 
to evening, under the burning influence of 
a perpendicular fun, whofe fierce^ rays dart- 
ing upon their black fculls, they feem 
father to enjoy than ftiun: fome wear tur- 
bans, but not all; the quantities of cocoa- 
nut oil ufed by thefe people, and indeed by 
all the lower call of natives, muft in a 


great degree defend them from the elFefts 
of this all-powerful luminary. I have 
twenty of thefe extraordinary animals on 
board my pinnace, and I aflure you moft 
of them will take the water, and remain 
ppder it full as long as any Newfoundland 


* Boatfwain not excepted. — * 


^ A Bog 1 brought from Newfoundland. 


In 
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In pafling Oudanulla on the loth, we faw 
the traces of the Nabob, Coffim Ali’s 
Works, which in the year 1763, Major 
Adams commanding the Britifh troops at 
that period, attacked and parried. Rajemal 
has likewife the appearance of having made 
fome figure in former times, from its very 
elevated fituation, the remains of a Caftle 
and other fortifications, which tho’ now in 
a crumbling ftate and totally neglefted, 
were once the direft caufes of it’s ftrength 
and importance. 

The fmall river we crolTed into on the 10th, 
is called in Rennel’s Map, the Caragola 
Nullah. — - Nullah, in Hindoftan means 
a fmall ftream. The 11th, 12th, and 13th 
were pafled in this rather confined navi- 
gation, and on the 14th we ftruck into 
the Ganges near the mouth of the Coofy 
river. In the rainy monfoon you endea- 
vour to keep clear of the great river as 

« 

much as poflible, and this you have fre- 
quent opportunities of doing by the num- 
berlefs fmall ftreams branching out from 
and rejoining the Ganges in various parts ; 
you may alfq ihorten your expiditions by 

water 
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tvater at this feafon in no fmall degree, if, in- 
ftead of following the exaft courfe of the ru 
ver you proceed direftly acrofs the inunda- 
tions, — thefe are abfolute feas in the lower 
parts of the country, and at particular 
periods fo dreadfully extended and violent, 
that whole families, huts, cattle, trdes, &c. 
are involved in one general feene of ruin 
and deftruftion ! Sometimes it happens that 
whole fields of rice, the Natives only food, 
are by an unufual fwelling of the waters, 
fwept away; confequently a partial, if not 
general famine enfues, without the timely 
and vigorous interpofition of Government 
happily fucceeds. We have had more than 
the common allowance of rain this year, 
but I believe no bad effefts are likely to 
arife, tho’ the ftreets of Dacca, a very large 
city have been almoft entirely under water. 
On the 15th we again quitted the Ganges, 
and had recourfe to another creek called the 
Boglipour Nullah: — we were much pleafed 
with the fituation of Mr. Adair’s houfe, 
on the banks of this Nullah, and the 
country about it has a better claim to 
notice than any we have yet palfed through. . 

Mr,. 
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Mr. Adair is colle6lor of the Boglipour 
diftrift: in the evening we went aftiore 
to his houfe, an exceeding good one, built 
by the famous Mr. Cleaveland, of whofe 
charafter I muft beg leave to give here 
one remarkable trait, which, in honor to 
his humanity, and as a proof of his fpirited 
conduQ;, good fenfe, and amiable difpofition, 
fhould be in my opinion univerfally known. 
The race of people inhabiting the Bogli- 
pour hills, are in every refpecl diftindt 
from any other in the country ; as they 
were confidered by Government in the 
light of untameable favages, no means were 
left untried for bringing about their com- 
plete fubjeftion, or indeed utter exterpa- 
tion. This fyftem was for many years 
purfued, and tho’ numbers of thefe unfor- 
tunate wretches were cut off by various 
detachments fent againft them, and the 
greateft cruelties exercifed, fuch as depri- 
vation of limb, flitting, or chopping off 
their nofes» ears, &c. yet the main objeQ: 
was not in the leaft advanced. They ftill, 
from their impregnable fituation'and uncon- 
^[uerable fpirit, were as free and independent 


as 



as ever. When behold ! this talk feem- 
ingly fo imprafticable, the noble hearted 
and glorious Clcaveland by far different 
methods fpeedily performed. — Hoftilities 
ccafed, he contrived to get fome of thefe 
people into his poffeffion, and after ufmg 
them in the kindeft and mofl: indulgent 
manner, fent them back with prefents to 
the reft, and the ftrongeft profeflions of 
his efteem and friendfhip; — others came, 
and were treated in the fame manner; 
he then trufted himfelf amongft them al- 
together, and by the gentleft means, fuch 
as adopting their manners, cuftoms, learn- 
ing and fpeaking their language, &c. 
he, by degrees brought them to forget the 
ravages and cruelties undergone, and to 
confide even in the former authors of 
them. — He eftabliftied a guard to attend 
him every where, and taught the ufe of the 
firelock to thofe who had fo long felt the 
cruel effefts of that weapon. Their bows 
and arrows were laid a fide, or at leaft 
only directed againft proper objefts of 
their dext'rous aim. In fliort, by the al-* 
moft incredible good management, refolu- 
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tion, and fingular virtues of this young 

man, thefe people are become civilized, 

pbedient and ufeful, and are now more 
friendly inclined towards the Englifli, than 
if poflible, they were in former days, ini- 
mically. There is a Battalion conliliing of 
800 of thefe Hill-people under the direc- 
tion of Mr. Adair, the prefent colleHor; 
they are very quiet good Soldiers, tho’ they 
are naturally Ihort, their figures are fmart 
and upright, with good countenances. The 

Governor infpefcled the corps, and was, I 
believe, well fatisfied with their appearance, 
and difcipline. I fliould obferve one thing 
in the difeription of thefe Hill - w'arriors, 
that during the time force was ufed againlf 
them, they retaliated upon all who fell into 
their power, no body could pafs their 
mountains without the greateft rilk of being 
murdered ; and now you may go from one 
end to the other of the immenfe range 
of Boglipour and Rajemal hills with the 
certainty of being humanely and even hof- 
J)itably treated. — Such is the happy re- 
verfe ! and of fuch efFe8; was tke conci- 
liating difpofition of that ever to be la- 

C mented 
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mentcd Man! -whofc fuperior virtues and 
uncommon merit were loft to the world 
almoft as-foon as known! their fame can 
never pcrifti ! 

On the the day I began this let- 

ter to you, we quitted the pleafing diftrift 
of Boglipour, and came once more into 
this prince of ftreams, nor fliall we again 
deviate, I underftand, during the reft of 
our Frefti-water voyage. In this day’s run 
we palled a curious rock in the river, on 
which a Facquir has ridiculoufly fixed his 
refidcnce ; his houfe in the chinefe ftile. 
Hands on the fummit, and completely oc- 
cupies the level part, fo that his walks or 
rides cannot be very cxtenfive. The ex- 
treme abfurdity of this feft. is truly a matter 
of aftonifliment ; the ftrange uncouth fi- 
gures of fome, create laughter, while 
the diftorted and filthy appearance of others, 
difgufts. One of thefe Facquirs brought 
a petition to the Governor at Calcutta, whofe 
finger nails reached confiderably below his 
wrift, and at a diftance looked like pieces 
of cord banging down ; his arms for feve- 

ral years had been carried upright over his 

head 
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head, and were fo fixed in that pofition, 
that it would be very difficult, if not wholly 
impoffible, to bring them down to their pro- 
per place again ! I have heard accounts re- 
lative to thefe people that almoll exceed be- 
lief, from Gentlemen whofe authority I can 
by.no means doubt; tho’ I fliall for the pre- 
fent rclinquifli the fubjeCl, as in all probabi- 
lity, from the number of Facquirs found 
higher up the country, we may ourfelves be 
more particularly acquainted with their infi- 
nite follies and abfurdities! — On the 17th, 
we reached Monghir, above 400 miles from 
the prefidency by water ; this place containvS 
an Invalid Garrifon, Hands upon a rock 
with a fine fporting country all round, upon 
the whole a preferable fituation to any I 
have yet feen ; from its charming height, 
falubrious air, open plains, and proximity 
to the Ganges, this fpot appears admira- 
bly well adapted for invalids, or the im- 
mediate recovery of any fick perfon. — 
When the Bengal army confifted of only 
three brigades one was always ftationed 
here; fince its increafe to fix, Monghir 
has entirely been applied to the accom- 

C 2 modation 
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inodation of the Invalid-corps, the works 
about it are very extenfive, tho’ of an 
old date, and from having been totally 
neglefted fince the place was taken many 
years ago, they do not now prefent a 
very formidable afpeft. A curious circum^ 
ftance I was informed of here, I cannot 

forbear mentioning, as it is an abfolutc 

faft — one of the Fort- baftions projefting 
a good way into the river, where the 

ftream has furpriiing force and rapidity, 
OccafioHs a fort of whirlpool, into which 
cattle, deer, buffalos, and even tygers, in 
attempting to crofs the Ganges higher up, 
and failing in their endeavours to ftem 
the current, have been at times' precipi- 
tated ! I may alfo add, the lifelefs Hin- 
doo, whofe religion caufes him to be 
foufed into the Ganges as foon as breath's 
departed, arrefted in his courfe to the 
ocean by this Charibdian Vortex, is fud- 
denly ingulphed, whirled round, and thrown 
up again ! This pra6lice followed by the 
lower cafts of Hindoos is ever difgufting 
and frequently diflreffing, as its no un- 
ufual thing to happen in your progrefs 

up 
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up the river, to pafs clofe to bodies 
floating down which have been dreadfully 
mangled by fifh and birds, nay fometimes 
even the near approach of your boat does 
not induce the crow or vulture to quit 
its prey ! On the i8th, leaving Monghir, 
with a fine brillc gale we made great 
progrefs in our route to Patna, the next 
halting- place ; — and on the 19th, favored 
by the fame wind we reached the fniall 
village of Punerack, within 43 miles of the 
Great and ancient city of Patna; as wc 
lhall probably get there to-morrow evening, 
I delay clofing this infignificant Journal, 
that I may be able to fend the lateft 
accounts from thence; — the Governor in- 
tends remaining a few days there, to finiflj 
his Europe difpatches, by the Ravenf- 
worth Indiaman. I fhall take the liberty 
of inferting this among them. — fliould my 
deareft Parents, feel amufed in the fmalleft 
degree by this bare recital of dates, arri- 
vals at, and departures from, different 
places, in the courfe of the prefent Expedi- 
tion, I fhall receive infinite fatisfaftion.— 
Jf my endeavours fail, which God for- 
bid! 
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bid ! — I muft comfort myfelf with the 
refleftion of having done my heft to pro- 
mote their entertainment and happinefs. 
Patna 21 ft, Auguft, 

We arrived hear this morning and lhall 
remain two or three days to look about 
us, and refit fome of our fquadron, which 
have proved leaky ; ray pinnace in parti- 
cular muft undergo a thorough repair, 
notwitbftanding flie had a new bottom put 
in juft before I bought her, — flie was a 
remarkable cheap purchafe, I only gave 
690 rupees, and I'm told in building ftie 
coft 1500 rupees. Patna has nothing very 
beautiful or interefting in its fite or 
appearance ; — it ftands clofe upon the 
weftern fliore of the Ganges, with a 
french and dutch fafilory, and fome few 
good houfes interfperfed among mud huts; 
this defeription will anfwer for every city 
in Plindoftan, Calcutta excepted. I muft 
now clofe my difpatches, as the Governor’s 
arc undergoing tlie fame operation : — we 
are now 514 miles from the prefidency, 
near half our voyage compleated ; when 
we return I may perhaps fend you the 

remainder 
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femainder of this jaunt. We are all well, 
and well-pleafed with the fuccefs of our 
plans fo far; — God grant this may find 
you and my dear mother in perfed health, 
fo prays, 

your dutiful 

and affedionate 

SON. 


LETTER II. 

Futty-Ghur, Od. 17th 1787. 

MY DEAREST PARENT, 

T N my. letter by the Ravenfworth Indi- 
aman, dated the latter end of laft Auguft, 
I informed you of our fafe arrival at 
Patna, and the military ftation of Dinapore. 
I now proceed to make a frefli trial of 
your patience, by relating our progrefs 
from thofe places to the "Ne plus ultra" 
of our ITxpedition, Futty-Ghur. You will 

find 
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find in the courfe of my Journal, that^ 
at one time we deviated confiderably, by 
dcferting our boats at Allahabad, and pro- 
ceeding on by land to the city of Luck- 
now ; — as this circumftance has afforded 
me an opportunity of infpe£ling in fome 
degree the manners and cuftoms of an 
Eaftern Court, I fhall hereafter dwell 
more particularly upon it. 

You will pleafe to obferve, my dear Sir, 
that on the 24th of Auguft, we departed 
from Dinapore with all our numerous fleet, 
propofing to reach Beiiarcs with all pofli- 
ble difpatch ; — In this we fucceeded ad- 
mirably by the well-timed afliflance of a 
favourable gale from the eaftward. — On 
the 25th we arrived in the evening, at a 
fmall invalid garrifon’d fort, called Buxar, 
as you'll fee in Rennel’s map, — a place 
rendered famous from a battle fought near 
it, in, I believe, 1764, between the compa- 
ny's forces, and the Nabob Vizier Sujah 
Dowlah, in which, the latter fuffered a 
total defeat, after an obftinate engagement: 
the fort is prettily placed upon a green 
hill, and a good country about it, tho’ it 

does 
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does not appear of much ftrength, except 
againft a native army. The progrefs we 
made the laft two days, was really afto- 
nilhing, having failed near 8o miles in 
that time, againft a violent ftream, running 
at leaft five miles an hour. On the 26th, 
we reached Goufpour, — but on the 27th, 
28th, and 29th, our motions were hardly 
progreflive, owing to an exceeding heavy 
fall of rain, which rendered the current 
fo prodigioufly rapid, that to gain ground 
at all was a matter of infinite labour and 
difficulty. On the 30th, we paffed the 
mouth of the Coomty river, which falls into 
the Ganges, about thirty miles below 
Benares : this river, taking its rife 

from the Commow Hills, runs through 
the heart of the province of Lucknow, 
the city of that name being lituated 
on its- banks ; — only fmall veflels can 
navigate this ftream, which is, I believe, 
rated the leaft confiderable of many others, 
that, in various parts ruffling into the 
Ganges, add fo greatly to its fize and rapi- 
dity. — "Rennel” mentions among others, 
the Goofy, the Gunduck, the Soane, the 
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( 26 ) 

Gogra, and the Jumna> the laft of which 
Rivers, appeared as we pafled the mouth, 
to be nearly as broad as the Ganges itfelfj 
but any of them, in any other country, 
would be termed immenfe ! It is curious 
to caft an eye over the map and at this 
very moment, to find ourfelves with a fleet 
of large veflels, in the very heart of the 
country, and at an equal diftance from 
the fea, whether we direft our courfe to 
the gulf of Cambay, or back again to the 
mouth of the Hooghly ! The fcale of this 
part of Afia, is certainly beyond all mea- 
fure, grand ! and extenfive ! — Our own 
little Ifland would lofe much, nay, would 
fink to nothing, by a comparifon ! On the 
evening of the gift, we reached Benares, 
near 700 miles from Calcutta, — here we 
{laid fome days, as the Governor was 
engaged in matters of importance relative 
to this Zemmidary. The day after our 
arrival, the whole family attended the 
Governor on a vifit to the Shaw Zadah, 
or I^cir-apparent to the Mogul Empire: 
the meeting between his Lordlhip and the 
Prince was both Angular and entertaining; 

the 
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the high rank of the former making it 
totally different from all other meetings. 

— When Mr. Haftings faw the Prince 
in 1784, he was obliged to undergo leve- 
ral difagreable forms and ceremonies, nay, 
I may fay indignities, for a Governor 
general to yield to, — fuch as going into 
the prefence with his fhoes off, fitting 
behind the Prince on his Elephant, 
and fanning him, &c. — All this was 
omitted upon the prefent occafion ; his 
Lordfhip went into the Imperial prefence 
with his fhoes on, and his family in boots, 

— nor, did he drive away the flies from 
the princely vifage: the form we obferved, 
was literally the following. — The Go- 
vernor approaching the Mufnud firft, made 
three falamns, or inclinations of the head, 
and prefented to the Prince, a Nuzzur of 
fifty Gold-mohurs on a white handkerchief, 
which was inftantly accepted, then making 
three more falamns, he fat down clofe by 
him, — we all in turn did the fame, being 
introduced by name, and giving Nuzzurs 
of inferior value." After a fhort conver- 
fation between the principals, in Perfian, 
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upon indifferent fubje6ts» carried on by an 
interpreter, the Prince took off his own 
drefs, and put it over the Governor’s. — 
It confifted of a beautiful perfian robe 
or upper garment, a turban with precious 
ftones, and fword ; — really the whole to- 
gether had a very graceful and becoming 
appearance, tho’ the Governor I fancy did not 
quite approve the additional heat it occa- 
fioned, as the day unfortunately was a 
remarkable hot one : we all ■ withdrew to 
an adjoining apartment, after this firft ce- 
remony, and each had a drefs, called a 
Kelaut, according to his rank, put on him ; 
we then returned to the prefence, falaming 
in the fame ftile, and going up to the 
Prince refpeftfully, gave him a fecond 
Nuzzur, he then with his own imperial 
ftngers, faftened a fprig of ftones, not 
precious I believe, upon our turbans, and 
girded a fword acrofs our ftioulders; this 
compliment occafiqned a third Nuzzur, 
and here the bufinefs ended. My Kelaut, 
which as well as all the others, the Com- 
pany provides, was worth about lOOo or 
1200 rupees j — you may perhaps fee it. 
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if it holds together a few years. Some 
of thefe Dreffes are exceedingly pretty, 
but rather more calculated for an effemi- 
nate Afiatick, than an Englifhman. — 
The Prince returned the Governor’s vifit, 
the next day, and feemed wonderfully 
pleafed with a great variety of european 
prefents, that had -been bought for him 
at Calcutta, — particularly fome englifli 
guns and pillols, one of which with a 
hair-fpring lock, he prized above all, and 
kept fnapping it in a childifti way, for a 
long time. The day we left Benares, 
the Governor and his fuite dined with 
him at his palace, the ancient refidence 
of poor Cheit Sing, whom you have latel)!’ 
heard fo much about : as we had previ- 
oufly fent our own cooks, not choofing 
to truft entirely to Hindoftan cookery, 
we dined admirably ; and in the evening 
returned to our boats, the Prince infift- 
ing upon the Governor's going all the 
way on board in his own boat, with the 
Imperial Colours flying : — when arrived 
at the Sunnamooky, his lordfliip's velfel, 
he vpnt into her cabin for a ftort time, 

and 
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and having exprefTed great admiration at 
her fize and convenience, and received a 
prefent of an exceeding large perfpcc- 
tive, he took his leave and went alhore, 
feemingly in high good humour, from the 
great attentions paid him. — I have been 
more particular in defcribing the above 
interview, from the little probability of 
fuch ceremony being again repeated, and alfo 
from the lingular fituation this unfortunate 
heir to Timur’s Imperial houfe is placed 
in. — His very bread, at this period de- 
pends upon our Government. In Mr. 
Halling’s Account of ” Tranfaflions at 
Benares in 1781,” you will find a full 
defeription of this Prince : — and his ef- 
cape from Delhi, is curious, written by 
himfelf. — I fliall only mention his perfon, 
and take my leave of him. He is of 
middle flaturc, rather inclined to be fat, 
as indeed all great black men wifh to be, 
his complexion very dark, I may fay black 
indeed, without deviating widely from the 
truth, nor has he in the leaft the looks of 
royalty, but rather thofe of an inferior call ; 
his age near 40, his countenance appeared 

moll 
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moft to advantage while the gold mohurt 
were offering, to the goodnefs of which, 
he feemed to pay unufual attention, 

The city of Benares in point of wealth, 
coftly buildings, and number of inhabitants, 
is claffed, I believe, in the firft rank of 
thofe remaining in Hindoftan, in the pof- 
feffion of the Hindoos. The various tem- 
ples dedicated to innumerable deities, would 
make a ftranger fuppofe upon entering the 
fuburbs of this city, that all the religious 
men in the country were herein collefled ; 
they centre here from all quarters, as they 
can worfliip their gods in peace and 
quietnefs under a mild and merciful Go- 
vernment. At the diftance of eight miles 
in the approach by water, the eye is at- 
attrafted by the view of two lofty minarets, 
erefled by order of the Emperor Aurung- 
zebe, on the foundation of an Hindoo 
Temple, which feems as if he meant to 
have infulted their religion to the utmoft 
of his power, in railing thefe large maho- 
metan Piles, upon fuch facred Ruins I 
We were told the veiw of the city and 
country from the tops of thefe beautiful 
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C 32 ) 

towers, would well repay us for the trou- 
ble of mounting, but either bufmefs, or 
want of time, prevented our making the 
trial. Benares extends above two miles 
along the banks of the Ganges, and about 
a mile inland. Many of the houfes are 
remarkably high, fome even fix and feven 
ftories, built of a fort of ftone refembling 
the Portland, which abounds in this part 
of the country: but the ftreets are fo 
dreadfully narrow, whei*e thefe lofty build- 
ings are fituated, that two Palankeens can 
fcarce pafs : if two Elephants chance to 
meet, one is obliged to retreat as well as 
he can to the firft opening. From the 
confined plan this city is built upon, the 
confequence is, that the air deprived of 
free circulation becomes putrid, and pro- 
duces amongft the inhabitants, malignant 
fevers and fevere bilious obftrublions. — 
The Europeans therefore have wifely cho- 
fen to fix their places of refidence at 
fome diftance from it, on an open plain, 
where they can breathe a pure untainted 
atmofphere. The Refident whofe houfe 
we were at during our ftay, and his Af- 
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fiftants have very pleslfant Bungalow^ tipoil 
the abovementioned fpot, and leem to enjoy 
all the comforts of life in a plentiful degree. 
I cannot forbear mentioning a curious 
Charafter refident in this city ; he is a brother 
of the Vizier's, his name Saadut Ally, a man 
much liked by the Englilh, from his fd 
entirely adopting their manners. --- If you 
hunt with him, his pack I'm told is fo very 
well managed that you may fancy yourfelf 
with **Lord Fitzwilliam,” of “Mr. Mennel.’* 
He always rides in cap and boots, leattief 
breeches, &c. and upon the moll capital 
horfes. If you dine or fup with him, the 
fame appearance of every thing “Englifh" 
flrikes you : — and to complete it, he is 
now, I'm told, learning our language.— 
I rather think my memory has failed me 
here, and that I have already fpoken of 
this fingular man, if fo, I beg pardon fof 
introducing a fecond defeription of him. 
Now to proceed with the detail of out* 
progreffive motions towards the Vizier'^ ca- 
pital. 

On the morning of the 5th of Septeniber, 
we quited Benares, and made very How 
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progrefs that day and the next, from the 
wind .being agaiiift us, and the tracking 
ground bad. On the yth we palfcd Chu- 
nar-Gluir, where a Brigade of the army 
is conftantly ftationed, for the -prote6lion 
of this valuable Zemmendary and the coun- 
try adjacent. — The Governor landed early 
in the morning, only for a few hours, 
as he intended infpe^Ung the Hate of the 
Troops here, more narrowly on his return 
down.' — He juft looked at the European 
Regiment belonging to this garrifon, who 
have more the appearance of fcare-crows, 
than foldiers ! feveral having beep in the 
country from 25 to 30 years! — On paf- 
fing this plaee, you get out of the Com- 
pany’s provinces, and in confequcnce they 
allow you an iiicreafe of pay, ’till you 
return within them again ; the addition 
to Aid de Camps is very trifling, only 
{ix rupees per day, nor ftiall we receive 
it longer than two months, as I dare fay 
before the expiration of that period, the 
Governor will have repafled the boundary. 
On the. 8th, we palFed the large town of 
ftflizapore, a place famous for • the manu- 
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[aB.dty of a pretty fort of carpets/ and ’ 
and alfo as a general maft for all goods, • 
that go from the eaftern to the wefterii 
parts of India, particularly, from Bengal 
to Surat, Bombay, &c. — Of late years, 
this trade has diminilhed confiderably, and 
of courfe the confequence of Mizapore. 
On the 9th, we paffed a large pile of 
wood, clofe to the edge of the river, jufl 
at breakfaft-time, upon which, a Hindoo 
was burning, feveral of his. call fitting 
round with the moft perfeB: unconcern, 
merely to take care the fire was properly 
kept up : I fancy the favage cuftora of the 
wife burning with her hufband, is now fel- 
dom obferved, at leaft fince my arrival, I 
have neither feen or heard of this diabo- 
lical ceremony taking place : — Do’nt you 

think, my dear Sir, our friend F 

would have enjoyed the above fcene mightily ? 
as I well remember he is fond to a de- 
gree of unufual fights, nor does a bad 
fmell much diftrefs his olfaftory nerves! 
-—as for myfelf, I muft own my breakfaft 
went down better after I had loft the fcent 
of this roafting Hindoo! nor do. I ever' 
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vifli at the fame feafon to pop upon fuch 
game again. — On the loth we were in- 
formed the Nabob Vizier was near us 
encamped: and on the nth in the eve-* 
ning, his confidential fervants, Hyder Beg 
Rhawn, and Huflen Refa Rhawn, came on 
board the governor’s budgerow to report 
the arrival of their M^ifter at a place call- 
ed Joofy, within a few miles of Allahadad, 
for the foie purpofe of attending the Go- 
vernor to Lucknow. — The Vizier brought 
a retinue of at leaft 30000 Men, and 
near 300 Elephants, befides Camels, led 
horfes, &c j — altogether they prefented to 
us a fight as uncommon as it was grand 
and entertaining. Making little progrefs 
on the 12th, we did not reach the vizier's 
encamptment till the 13th when we all 
landed, and proceeded upon Elephants and 
in Palankeens to a large tent pitched for 
the Governor: here, every body was in- 
troduced to the Vizier, who feemed won- 
derfully delighted with his new acquaint- 
ance, particularly as he well knew our errand 
was not, as formerly, to diminifh his lacks, 
His figure i's rather a curious and 
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put me much in mind of a pair of dutch 
nut -crackers; — very ftiort, fat, and though 
a young man, has loft all his teeth, this 
makes him fplutter much in fpeaking, 
which he does without ceafing, nor can he 
ever lit Hill for a moment, but , partakes 
moft fully of perpetual motion. — - TJie 
meeting between him and our Governbr- 
general brought to my recolleftion, Shake- 
fpear's defcription of Harry the 8th's con- 
ference with Francis the lirft, I believe, 
in the plains of Ardres; If it is lawful 
upon this event, **parvis componere magna” I 
We remained in camp at Joofy till the 
17th of September, the badnefs of the 
weather preventing our intended operati- 
ons. — The Prince' joined us from Benares, 
two days before we marched, and the 
Governor went with the Vizier, to , pay 
him a formal vifit. We all fat upon the 
ground, taylor-like ; the Vizier prefented 
him with an handful of gold-mohurs, and he 
in return obtained a Kelaut from the 
Prince, — The exchange was conliderably 
in favour of his Royal Highnefs. On 
the 17th, we moved 9 Ihort diftance, and 
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encamped again; — The Prince remained 
behind, as he propofed going by another 
road to Furriickabad, to meet us there. 
As we had three different modes of con- 
veyance, our marches were not very fa- 
tiguing, we never went above 16 miles 
a day, and got to our ground to an ex- 
cellent breakfaft,- generally before eight 
o'clock. — Each of ""us had one horfe, iwhich 
which we brought from Calcutta, and the 
Vizier fent an Elephant to, every gentle- 
man in his lordfhip's family, for ;his foie 
ufe and accommodation, as long as he re- 
laamed in his dominions ; — fothe of thefe 
noble Animals had Howdahs, open i feats, 
upon them, and others had Umbarees, or 
covered feats; I had one of the latter, 
and was never more at my eafe in my 
life. Our baggage was conveyed by a 
fet^ of men called Coolies, provided alfo 
by the Vizier, and we had our palenkeens 
to retire to, if the motion of the horfe 
or elephant, at any time became difagree- 
able; in this manner we proceeded nine 
days, thro' rather a difmal-looking country, 
few inhabitants, and lefs cultivation. •— 
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On the 26th we arrived at Lucknow* 
after marching about 130 miles. We kill’d 
fome wild peacocks, and black partridge, 
on the way, the former a moft beautiful 
bird, of much fuperior plumage to thofe 
in England, and elleemed when young, 
delicate eating, — the latter a beautiful bird 
alfo, but of no flavor when dreffed : no 
game that I have tafted^in India, can be 
compared in my opinion, to European; — 
ail dry, infipid and flringy; the beft birds 
an the country are fnipe and teel, thefc 
in feafon are really excellent. Lucknow, 
a place now well known in the Britifh 
Senate, is about 700 miles by land, and 
about 950 by water from Calcutta; — a 
large, dirty city, with narrow flreets, form'd 
chiefly of mud-houfes, ftanding upon an 
immenfe fpace of ground on the banks 
of the Goomty, with a prodigious palace of 
tlie Vizier’s in the middle of it, is all 
the description, I can give you, of this 
famous capital. The Englifh Refident lives 
out of the town, and with the affiftance 
of other Companies fervants fixed here, 
lodged us all moft comfortably, Some of the 
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Europeans, old Afiaticks ! entertained us here, 
in a llile far fuperior to any I've yet met with; 
fomc of their dweliing-houfes are delightful 
fpots, where, by fountains and other artificial 
water-works, the climate is fo far overcome, 
that they can boaft of being cool in the 
hotteft weather. In the winter large fires 
are truly acceptable, for the northerly 
winds blow here with great keennefs in 
December and January. The two laft days 
of the Governor’s ftay at Lucknow, the 
Vizier particularly requefted him to fpend 
in one of his palaces, prepared moft ele- 
gantly for his reception ; it was the fame 
Mr. Haftings occupied in 17&4, and con- 
tained apartments for all the family. — > 
As a black man's ideas, tho' a Prince, 
of comfort and convenience are fo widely 
different from our own, we did not, you 
may be alfured gain, by this change of 
quarters, on the contrary we had to regret 
the quitting a pretty rural fituation, to 
be Immured between high walls in the 
centre of a nafty Bazar, or public market; 
deprived of our morning rides, and frefll 
aii. ! — But the compliment of acquiefeing 
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with the Vizier’s propofal was necefTaryj 
tho’ the ftiortnefs of its duration we all 
rejoiced at. — The Vizier poflclfes feveral 
palaces, fome of them immenfe piles of 
building, with guilded cupolas and other 
coftly ornaments, he has one built entirely 
of ftone, really of fine effect, yet he pre- 
fers to all tfhefe princely refidences, a fmall 
Bungalow on the River, the enlarging of 
which employs a good deal of his time 
and attention ; his other chief amufements, 
confill in horfe-racing, and cockfighting! 
exalted occupations for the prince of fuch 
an Empire! He is very careful of his 
money at thefe diverfi.ons, and never lofes 
much, for he leaves off betting the mo-* 
ment fortune fails him ; if he wins from an 
European, and is not paid immediately, 
his own plan always if he lofes a bet, 
a man is fent the next morning with a 
broom, and has orders to fweep before 
the gentleman’s door till the debt is liqui- 
dated I — Surely this would be an admira- 
ble cuftom among our Black-legs at home ! 
the adoption of it, might perhaps in fome 
degree, deter our young men from, run- 
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ning headlong down that worft, and moft 
fatal dream of dilfipation, gambling ! as 
there certainly is feme lhame attending this 
mode of cxaQing payment. The daily 
contemplation of the fined horfes in the 
univerfc, is another fource of pleafure to 
the Vizier, they are led before him richly 
caparifoned, and mod curioufly painted : 
he fent feveral for the governor’s infpeftion, 
many of which were nearly too fat to 
walk, but extremely beautiful: above looo 
of thefe noble animals are kept merely to 
look at, as he never rides. This attachment 
of his to horfe-fiefh, is peculiarly unfor- 
tunate for the Englifh, for he does not 
fcruple to lay his hands on all pafling 
through his dominions, and as he invariably 
picks out the bed, and gives any price 
to the dealer, it feldom happens that horfes 
of any real value or good quality reach 
Calcutta ; large , dims are expelled and 
generally given for thofe few that do come 
down ; we have therefore to thank his 
liighnefs as the primary caufe of horfes 
being fcarce, of inferior cad, and high 
priced ! all the effe£ls of this cruel mo- 
nopoly 
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nopoly ! The natives are very partial to 

the cuftom of painting their horfes, par- 
ticularly thofe meant for fliow — I have 
feen them all the colours of the rainbow, 

fome really produce a grand, though 

fingular efFc6l. On the march to Lucknow, 
I bought from a black merchant one of 
the’fe finely decorated animals, not for the 
fake of his colour, which was a bright 
orange, with a red flaming tail ! but be- 
caufe his paces were excellent, and his 
price moderate ; I have been trying ever 
fmce to rub the paint olf him, without 
fuccefs, and I dare fay from the method 
ufed in laying it on, he will arrive paint- 
ed at Calcutta. The Vizier has a very 
large colleftion of Elephants, one of which 
is efteemed the talleft in Hindoftan, proba- 
bly in the whole world ! I was told he had 
near 800 for various purpoies, a vafi; pro- 
perty for one man ! many of thefe ufeful 
animals from their great fize and ftrength, 
are worth confiderable fums, I believe the 
common average price for a good Elephant, 
is from 5000 to 6000 rupees ; W c faw a 
Ihe-one, on the march to Lucknow, above 
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lOO years old, {he was exceedingly large, but 
ill-tempered ; this is feldom the cafe, nothing 
can equal in general the good-nature, fenfe, 
and docility of this moft extraordinary 
animal ; they are fometimes ufed for putting 
criminals to death, and it is with the 
greateft difficulty thefe creatures are forced 
to inflift the puniffiment, which they at laft 
do, by treading backwards upon the un- 
happy wretches, and cruffiing them to atoins 
inftantaneoufly; but they will never confent 
to ftep forwards upon what they are thu% 
employed to deftroy : you may almoft infe^ 
from this, that they are affiamed to exert 
their aftoniffiing ftrength over the human 
fpecies; or at leaft, that they difdain to be- 
hold the dreadful effefts of it, when com- 
pelled to exercife it upon fuch melancholy 
pccafions. At particular feafons, the Vizier 
has Elephant- fights at Lucknow; — thefe 
engagements, which you would imagine, 
prom the fize and powers of the com- 
batants^ muft end in the moft fhocking 
planner, are very fpeedily decided,^ for one i§ 
fure to quit his ground after giving and recei- 
ving a few blows, nor is there the fmalleft di- 
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Verfion attending it : they are fo naturally a- 
verfe to quarrel with each other, that the only 
mode of railing their anger confifts in the 
jntroduftion of a female, even then, the 
rage of the weakeft foon fubfides. — The 
generolity of thefe noble quadrupedj|,^,ljlij^ 
I’m told, in many inllances highly confpi- 
cuous; Indeed I have myfelf obferved 
with vaft pleafure the infinite care taken 
by them, in their footfteps, when Obliged 
to move among a crowd of people, fo 
fearful are they of hurting any creature, 
they, can poffibly avoid; Hill there are forae 
curious llories, very well authenticated, 
which prove the goodnefs of their memory, 
if at any period they have fuffered a wan- 
ton injury : their fpirit in this cafe never per- 
mits them to forget or forgive, — "Manet 
^Ita mente repoftum” — and the firft fair 
opportunity, they inflia their own punilh- 
ment, upon the heedlefs offender. My par- 
tiality for the Elephant the Vizier lent me 
on the march was fo great, that I generally 
fed him with bread every evening, this he 
took out of my hand, in the moll quiet 
fnanner^ — - poor animal ! it was the only 
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tribute of gratitude I could pay him, for 
the fecure conveyance he afforded me, my 
fervant and baggage, through the very 
worfl roads I ever law in my life ! Some 
anecdotes I have heard of thefe creatures, 
as in relation they may appear ra- 
ther extraordinary, I beg leave to decline 
faying more upon the fubjeft, until I am 
able to vouch perfonally for the goodnefs 
of my authority. 

On the 4th of O6lober, we again fet 
forward from Lucknow, and reached our 
boats in four days eafy marching, which 
had been previoudy ordered to aflemble at 
at a place, called in the map, Nannamow, 
we embarked immediately and arrived at 
at Futty-Ghur the 12th, here we began 
our military duties in the field, which 
lafled at that ftation five days, in that time 
the Governor iiifpefted the whole brigade 
on duty there, feperatcly and colleftively, 
and on the 18th we departed for Cawn- 
pore, the next military poll in our way down 
to the prefidency. From this ftation I am 
now writing, and fhall probably clofe this 
fcrambling journal. While at Futty-Ghur, 
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we faw the Prince again, who feems to 
be determined to advance as far as Delhi 
for the purpofe of fuccouring his Father, 
and extricating him out of the power of 
the Mharattas. Various are the conjec- 
tures in confequence of the Shaw Zadah’s 
refolution, tho’ I think moft people feem 
to agree in the opinion, that he durft not 
quit the Viziers dominions ; — he is a 
poor Creature ! and can do no good where- 
ever he goes! We fpent one day with Mr. 
Willes, the refident at Furruckabad, 6 
miles from Futty-Ghur, and were moft 
pleafantly entertained; he is a fon of the 
late Judge Willes, and has been ftationed 
in that city above four years, but is now 
going to be removed, as the Vizier him- 
felf takes the whole management of his 
affairs in this diftri^l, the Nabob of which 
is tributary to him : this faid Nabob, 
whofe name is, «MozufFer Jung”, is a man 
of the moft infamous charafter; and his 
Capital, and indeed his whole country, 
ferves as an harbour to thieves and raf* 
cals of every denomination, who plunder, 
and very often murder perfons clofe to 

the 
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the cantonments of the army : even the 
Refident whenever he moves after funfet 
is obliged to be furrounded by a ftrong 
guard, nor is it an uncommon event for 
officers to be intercepted by thefe villains, 
who are generally well-armed, ffiould they 
happen to ftay at a late hour, any diftance 
from their cantonments. A defperate party of 
thefe Patans, about two years ago, had the au- 
dacity to attack by night the cavalry quarters, 
at Futty-Ghur, and I believe fome rhifehief 
enfued previous to their repulfe. This proves 
their enterprifing fpirit, as near 4000 regu- 
lar troops were within a mile ! If at any 
time government exafperated by their pre- 
datory excurfions have thought it necef- 
fary to put troops in motion againft them, 
they inftantly retire to their mud forts and 
other ftrong holds, and when attacked, 
commonly make an obftinate defence : bul 
fliould they be fubdued, their forts levelled 
and their habitations deftroyed, ft ill, in fpite 
of defekts and Ioffes, they return again, as 
foon as the Company’s forces are removed, 
to inhabit the fame fpots, from whence 
they have been driven, and foon ‘‘become 

a# 
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daring and troublefome as ever. The 
depredations of thefe Patans, though almoft 
daily committed undef the very nofe of 
the Nabob of Furruckabad, (for fometimes 
they rob and murder even in his Capital ) 
are feldom noticed by him^ if they are, 
it tnrdceeds from the exertions of our 
Refident there. — He has indeed great 
merit for the adoption of plans during hk 
Ihort refidence in the Nabob’s country, to 
preferve the tranquility, and encreafe the 
revenues, of it: now, at his removal^ it 
is more than probable every thing will 
revert to its original ftate of anarchy and 
confufion. Nothing good in word or 
deed can be expelled from the Nabob 
himfelf, Mozufier Jtmg, as he is faid to be 
dcftitute of every principle that adorns; 
ah^ pofleffed of all that deforms human 
nature! One circumftance I lhatt relate 
as a well known truth, which- will fuSi- 
tiently prove the above alTertion, and give 
D^eu ' fome idea ofi this man’s deteftab|e 
Ohimfter. Whifft ^ was at Mr. Willes’s 
houfe^ ' a y odhger ' brother* of this ‘ N abob’s 
tame td pay vMs* refpeHs to die Ocwerhoii 

G aitd 
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feind had the appearance of a mild inof- 
fenfive man, which is indeeH his true 
difpofition. From^a pretended jealoufy* or 
rather I may call it from motives of 
favage cruelty, the Nabob wifhed f6me 
time ago to have this young man mur- 
dered! His own brother! — Fortunately 
it was prevented by the interference of 
our Government, and ever fince, this poor 
creature has lived clofe to the houfe, and 
under the eye of the Company's Refident, 
nor will he be left to the mercy of his 
bar|)arous brother when Mr. Willes quits 
his ftation, for the Company ftill extend 
their generous proteftion to him by 
removing him to * Benares, and there he 
may, reft in fafety, and offer up his daily 
prayers for the profperity of his kipd 
benefaftors f ^ The, N?ibq]> delights > fo 
much in blood, that ho --is not fcrupuTous 
of committing murder ; himfelf! Sometime 
ago, a pooiCrFacquif was cut to pieces 
by him, ! in the moft i&bunian manner by 
all accounts. The- city* of Furruckabad 
bears fp near, a refembfance to ajl the 
cities I’ve feen in Hindoftan, that I 

take 
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take no notice of it, except in obferving 
that in going through it, you pafs under 
nine large brick gateways, which, with the 
Nabob’s palace, another overgrown bricK 
edifice, appear to have had their founda- 
tions laid before the flood ! A mud wall 
running round fome part of the town 
conftitutes the whole defence. The diftri£l 
of Furruckabad,’ according to Hennel’§ 
map, extends above . 30 miles,- is fituated oi> 
the weftern banks of the Ganges, nearly in 
the centre of the ‘ Vizier’s dominions, who 
coUefiis foUr or five lacks per ?ihnum from 
it, as a tributary. — The tribe of Patan 
Rohillas infiabitating this littl.e prpvincOj, 
are naturally a fine brave , rac,e, and 
under an humane and fettled Govrnment 
would fqon become indufirious, rich^ and 
happy j they pofi(efs . by nature the paeans 
abundantly, an extreine rich foil, a milcf 
and regular climate, and its proximity to 
the' Ganges is anqther v^ry favorable qir-' 
cufiillahce, as their manufaflur^s, and over* 
plu^ grkin, may be Ipeedily conveyed by 
that ufeful ftream to. any ihark^ta they 
pitafe to fend them to. But whatever 

^3 - th«ir 
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their local advantages may be^ under the 
iron hand of cruel defpotifm, which ever 
opprefl'es the quiet and induftrious fubje£l, 
and encourages the riotous and idle, none 
of thefe can poflibly have due elfefl;, or 
eflentially benefit the poffelTors. The mal- 
adminiftration of the prefent Nabob, has 
reduced his country to fuch a wretched 
Hate, that all law feems totally fet afide ; and 
the occiipations of the Inhabitants, confift for 
the moft part ip plundering and often murder- 
ing thofe who unhappily- fall in their wayf 
cither ' ftrangers, or often their own coun- 
try men! — Infiead of cultivating theiy 
lands, improving their manufadures, or in 
Ihort, fulfilling in any degree the duties 
of moral and religious focietyj fuch is the 
fuuation of the Patan Rohillas, and as ,our 
connexion v^ith them is now nearly at an 
end, fuch probably will be their .fituatlon 
for ^many" years to come, efpecially if the 
monfter, their , prefent Prince,, is favored 
with length of days! What a glpripps 
comparifoh ' the EngliiQi traveller rhay make 
on revifi^ing the Company's provinces, 
alfter ofifervins ^e ftate of thpfe belong- 
ing 
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ing to other powerO How mtirh to ^ 
honor and credit of our Government! — 
how highly to the dignity and impor- 
tance of the Brkifli Empire! In our owa 
dominions we have the fatisfa6;ion of be- 
holding people,. , prote61ed in their perroiur 
and property by a mild and jufl: govern- 
ment, reaping the fruits of induHry ia 
peace and happinefs ! Each province exhi- 
biting a beautiful fcene of the richeft cul- 
tivation !— Bengal in particular, in which 
alinoft every yard of earth produces fome- 
thing to the Ryot, or Farmer. Withi>« 
our own limits, an Englilhman may with 
infinite pleafure and fecret pride, contem- 
plate the glorious efFefls of humane law^ 
liberal maxinjs, wife counfels, vigorous 
moafures. 

November 6th^ 

But to return s^gain to our operatlorw 
by land and water, from which I have made 
rather a long digrelEon— It yras my intear- 
^lon to have clofed this, letter from Cawn- 
pore but, upon fujrther enquiry, I found no 
fti^ip would fail before the beginning 
l^eeaibfir for Europe, fo 1 deteimiiicd to 
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ieep fcriblittg 6rt, and not affix my feat 

till the laft moment. The fame military 

Movements took place at Cawnpore in 
every refpeO, and equally, I believe, to' 

the fatisfaftion of the Commander in 
chief; we left that ftation the 26th of Oc- 
tober after a ftay of five days, and on 

the 29th, , reached Allahabad. Here we 
landed and rode to ,the fort thro’ a fine 
rich country, owing probably to its ha- 
ving been formerly in poffeffion of the 
Company. The fort of Allahabad, taken 
from Suiah Dowla in 1765, and reftored 
to his fon the prefent Vizier in 1773, 
is reckoned the belt Tortification in all 
his dominions ; this may be truth, but 
reft alTured bad is the beft, nor could 
this hold out three days againft Englifti 
Artillery ; the walls are very lofty and 
ft-rbng built, and thofe ^orks added by 
bfdef of our Government are in good 
condition, the reft feem verging to decay 
and- ruin. As to its fituation, I do not 
think an' happier* fpot cduld have been 
chofen ; for at a foutherri peninfula of 
thfe Dooab, { the coaiitry fo called lies 

between 
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between the Ganges and the Jumnai 
where thefe two rivers unite their waters) 
this fort Hands, equally commanding both 
channels, and the country round; it in- 
clofes a large pile of building, called the 
palace! wherein the King refided when 
under our proteftion, but I faw nothing 
worthy of remark in its conftruftion, ex* 
cepfc here and there a telTelated wall and 
pavement, we breakfafted in a fmall o8a- 
gon tower in this palace, which commands 
a noble profpe£l of the rivers and pshrts 
adjacent. The Killahdar, or black Gover*^ 
nor of the fort, feemed very proud of the^ 
honor done him, as well as of his com* 
mand, and on our arrival and departure 
paid the ufual falutes, though evidently at 
the rilk of his^^guns, gunners and walls! — 
Leaving ikis place the fame morning we 
proQjeeded downwards, and on the even- 
ing of the 31ft, got fight of Chunar; only 
part of a brigade are ftationed here, the 
reft being on detachments at various 
places in the neighbourhood. The fort of 
Ghtinar Hands , on a very high; rock, diffi- 
cult on all Hdes of accefs : this is one of 
... the 
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ihi£ fli^ongeft portSf, Fort- williafili cx6epted> 
belonging to the Company, and as yon 
approach it by water feems a ■ fecond Gi- 
braltar : — we ftaid here two days, the 
Governor having reviewed four battalions iti 
that time, and oh the 3d of November 
diropped down to Benares, only 18 miles 
from Chunar, where Mr. Duncan the Re- 
fident received us moft hofpitably. As I 
have before * attempted a faint defcription 
of this immenfe city, I fhall only obferve 
that during a ftay of three days we 
found ourfelves poffelTed of refolution and 
aSlivity fufficient for the attempt of afcend* 
ing the minarets of the Emperor Aiirung- 
zcfee ; the cold weather, now completely 
fei in, aflifted our exertions upon this 
occaiion not a little: after mounting about 
130 exceeding high fteps, we were amply 
recompenfed by a ihoft comprehenfive 
view of the city below ; the Ganges here 
beautifully meandering, and a rich rural 
fcene difplayed on both its banks, we de* 
fcended well pleafed with the profpe6l, and 
without grumbling at the trouble we had 
taken, juft after dinner. The diiy- be- 
fore 
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before the GoverBor quitted Benares, 
dined, with Saadui AUy, the Bnglifh Na- 
bob, as I term him ; of. this man's chara6ler 
^ have already given fome traits, and alfd 
of his family ; his entertainment did not 
intirely fulfil the expeftations i|ie company 
had been taught to form of . his ftile of 
living, as the dinner was by mo me^ns 
good, and his ^ wine execrable; unfortu- 
nately neither . were, as he probably in- 
tended they IhouljdL be, a-la-mpde An- 
gjois” : — However . J - may fairly add in 
liippolrt of his i.irntative. zeal, that he re- 
gained in his kfnnel all the credit he 

loft at his table, and without any excep- 
tion he can boaft of poffeffing the beft 
pZcH of fox-houndf in India! I hunted 
^th them pn§ morning, and was much 
pleafed with their appearance and beha- 
viour; bid horfes are excellent, all in 
(addles, huntfman, 

tOf whom he gives zph per m<^n^^! in 

lUf erf 1 rT; man . a low Europeai^ 

fo^erly belonging, I, fttonld 

hif ' looks* to a; ftahfe H, Newmarket, tho* 
likely a jail was the laft place of 
H 
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iiis abode. If I was a fupernumeraiy 

Officer in this country, I really believe, I 
ffiould puffi, in cafe of a ‘Vacancy, for this 
Honorable poft of huntfman to his highnefs 
the Nabob Saadut Ally, Khawn, Behander! 
very high founding and pompous truly ! — 
no bad catch for a half-pay fubaltern on 
two (hillings a day! A gentleman who 

hunts and lives in habits of friendffiip with 
lMi"]^orting Afiatick Princfe, ffiewed me a 
note, written by him in very tolerable 

Englifh, to acquaint him * of the time and 
place where the hoUtids threw off. Quere 
whether this woUld Hot piiazle fome of our 
Englifh fquires? as they are not efteemed 
in general men of Letters, tho’ undoubt- 
edly good fportfmeh, and I rather am of 
opinion the writing even ^tolerable Englifh, 
might prove a very difficiik talk for forao 
of thefe hedge and ditfch-hef oes ! ' ' : 

‘ Dihaipore Cantonroeftts, ' 

•ioth,''l7Sf^'' 

On the 6tH Of I^Ovembe^, tre left Bet 
naf es, and oil th^’ 8fii f epafTed the filnall 
fort of Buxar, aiready ^ taken notice itt 
IhO former part of ^is journal. ^ 

jLoMiliijlt 
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Lprclfiiip, ; peculiarly attentive in avoiding 
the lofs of time during the whole Expedi- 
tion, pufhed forward before day-light on the 
Sth,' and had infpeBed the works and Gaf« 
rifon, before the fleet arrived. A very fall 

failing Canoe-built boat, rpwing twenty- 

* ' 

eight oars, whic^ attended the Governor’i 
budgerow conftantly, proved extremely ufe- 
ful upon all thefe fudden cnieTg^|g|||||||, 
X,his convenient little veflel was always 
difgatched when the dinner budgerow 
hoifted her daily fignal, to bring up all 
ftraggjers,, by which means thofe unfortu- 
nate heroes who had bad-going pinnaces, 
or budgerows, were often prevented the 
hard neceffity of a brea^ and cheefe, diet*. 

Monghir November i6th, 1787. 

Landing at Dinaporf on the Morning of 
the 10th, the Governor in two days ip- 
l^eHed < all the. Troops pantoned there. -r 
J^av^g j ciyil ,buflpcfs at Patna, within 
miles of jpinapor^^ {laid the fame tipi© 
B^. that p\ac^ . dining^ one day with thp 
Revenue . CpU|£^r, and the n^xt^ with. .tjie 
Cioromercial Refi^ept^ sd iPinapore^ 

IH^Xived ivith Colonel Macleod who com- 

H a mands 
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ttiands the 73d Highland Regiment, and 
HtaV a"’ moft 'noble’ ‘^houre in ’the cdn* 
tonmentv '^Leaving Patha, (which I before 
defcribed as a very large and wibahbjr city, 
on my firft viewing it in dur progrefs up) 
on ‘ thfe' i4tb, we proceeded in two days 
to. the invalid Ration of Monghii;;-*^ 
^ Patna, accbunlis arrived of a 
hoitricahe in amd about Calcutta, 
fMHHr damage' has 'enfued to a very con- 
fidefalyle amount, — but thank Godl few 
lives diaVe been loft in proportion to the 
number of boats and veffels deftroyed, 
houfes Unroofed, and huts blown down; 
i have heard of only one European drown- 
ed* a Mr. Bolts, whofe boat went down 
fn the River}'— “the Teft are natives; — 
Moft of the Indiamen at Diamond Har- 
bour were driven aftiore, and One, the 
Thetis, loft her thainmaft ; ^ all have been 
gtji off with trifling damage. iThe ^ftoriB^ 
v^is felt in a fmkll decree as ■ high W 
Fatha, §00 miles from Calcutta^: it hk# 
dccafionbd k temporar3r fcarjiity' n il 
fon^e parts of Bengal i^^jnear 5000* rkb-bdata 
being funk % ft, before dhoy had 'difeha^i 
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their cargoes. This inconvenience will he 
fptedily^ removed; as many up-country veffel? 
ate phfliing with fupi)lies of rice for the 
prefidehcy, and I was told, the province of 
Bahar, efpecially the fouthern diftriBs, i| 
this feafon abfolutely 'glutted with that 
moft neceffary commodity. The honorable 
Company, who might have experienced 
very ferious Ioffes in the late ftorrii, have 
Cbrtunately ' efcaped without any 
ntentiohing. Individuals have be.en great 
Ifffferers, Europeans as well as Natives, 
fbme, I fear, to a ruinous amount. It is 
ufually the eafe,] that violent fqualls of 
wind attend the change of the monfoon, but 
fcldom encreafe to the alarming height, or 
continue fo deftruBively long as thofe felt 
on the ill and 2d Inftant. ' 

Nov. 18th Oppofite Rajemal Hills. 

We maUe^a Very Ihort ftay at that fweet 
f|jot "Mbngfiir, the Governor having only 
a^ feVr bouts b'ufinefs to tranfaB^ with the 
En^nefer r^ela’live to the ereBion of lieV 
vbsit^s, iltj^cl^lBs, as a grand depol 

iiSf; -I ' beliei^e,^%fenrded htr^-^^ for the uppi&l 
Pltiohs of Vrliith' defign the pe-^ 

eultaf' 
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eutiar fituation of Monghir, favors extremely. 
Juft, previous to our departure from it on 
the i6th, a very remarkable event occur- 
red, worthy in my opinion of a place in 
this Journal j while we were at breakfaft 
with Colonel Berrington the Comraanding- 
o4?lcer, a pretty large Tyger, with which 
kind of wild beaft the country about 
Monghir abounds, was brought for our 
inl’peftion, by feme people who had flain 
him clofe under the walls of the fort,-^ 
It appeared upon enquiry that this favage 
animal had been firft difeovered in the 
river, into which he might have fallen by 
accident/ or perhaps, as they fometimes doj 
was attempting to crofs it in fearch of prey. 
Some people feeing him in this embarraf* 
fed fituation boldly pufhed after him in 
boats, with guns, bows and arrows, &c. 
ajid bring feveral ftiot drove him over to* 
wards the gjarrifon, where, upon his crawling 
afliorc, more foes w^ere . ready to receive 
him, this they did fo effe6lually,^ that after 
being hit thrice in the head with balls 
and wi^h two arrows fticking in his body, 
t^e ^oor beaft retreated to the water, and 

roaring 
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roaring horribly, fell into it, and died; 
though forely wounded when he landed, 
he made to the latt moment feeble at- 
tempts to fpring upon his antagonifts, this 
occafioned a frequent fcrambling among 
the crowds of fpeftators to get out of his 
way, and even after breath had departed, 
many of the Sepoys were fo fearful of 
his coming to life again, that they nearly 
cut off his head with their fwords ; thus 
ended this memorable conflict, which fome 
of our party were fortunate enough to 
view, as they walked round the walls of 
the fort. Your old acquaintance. Captain 
Haldane, was (landing on a baftion at the 
time of the a6lion, and he declared it 
was altogether the nobleft fight he -ever 
beheld; by his defcription the tyger fwam 
very bold and ere£l, when a (hot (Iruck 
him, he roared dreadfully, and fprang a 
prodigious height out of the water; add 
to this, the (hore and fort walls lined 
with people, a multitude of boats rowing 
found him, vollies firing in every direc? 
tion at this enemy of the human fpecies, 
^nd every time he fpraQg forward upon 


a 
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a ffiot taking place, Joud huzzas and dii- 
cordant fhouts echoed from every quarter! 
Keither the Governor or Colonel Rofs, were 
prefent at this grand fpeftacle ; as for 
inyfelf, though at firft not a little cha- 
grined at lofing the exhibition of it, ( for 
you . may fuppol’e the manner in which 
this creature loft his life does not often 
tjccur) yet upon reflefting how totally im- 
poftible it was for an earthly beipg to 
dxift m two places at the fame moment 
6f time, I became perfectly fatisfied. To 
explain what I here allude to, it is ne- 
ceflary for me to obferve that on the 
morning this ftrange occurrence happened» 
1 had gone out at day-break with a gen- 
fleman of our family to fee a moft ex- 
traordinary well, fituated about 5 miles 
from Monghir ; this great natural curiofity 
rs called by the natives the Seetacooa 
4^ell, its water fo exceedingly hot, that I 
■^'as very glad to withdraw my hand in- 
ftantly on dipping it in, and I am told 
tea has been made, and eggs boiled on 
the fpot, this experiment we did^ not try, 
though I firmly believe the praClicability 
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of it ; a conftant ftcam arifcs avS from a 
boiling cauldron, with the fame bubbling 
noife — a fquare wall furrounds it to 
prevent dirt falling in, but at top its 
expofed to the weather. Its remarkable, 
that another well, clofe to this, fliould be 
nearly cold ! — Every body drinks the 
Seetacoon water in preference to all others, 
and many people fend boats and jars to 
be filled at this fpring, ( for it keeps fwcet 
a long time ) feveral hundred miles from 
different parts of the Company’s provinces : 
we generally are I’upplicd with it, and I 
think it fuperior far to any other water 
I’ve tailed in India, in fweetnefs and 
tranfparency. 

Burrampore Cantonments near Moor- 
fhedabad, November the 2 2d, 1787. 

The people whofe care this valuable 
fpring is under, can give no regular tra- 
dition concerning it, they only fay, “ its 
peculiar quality was difeovered above 200 
years ago, and that the water encreafes 
gradually in heat during the cold months, 
and diminifhes in the hot” ; yet I’ve heard 
this feeming inconfiftency contradiQed by 
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ian officer formerly on duty here, and had 
been a frequent vifitor at the well, he told 
me **he never recollefted finding any al- 
teration in the ftate of the water, and 
believed it to poffefs an equal degree of 
heat at all fcafons ” ; — A ftory is told of 
an Hindoo woman, of high call, falling 
into this ftygian lake fome years ago 
t^^hile file was performing* fome religious 
ceremony too near the edge ; her death, as 
you may imagine, was inftant : — the road 
From the fort to the well, lies through the 
pleafanteft country I’ve yet feen in Indian 
on one fide the rougheft rocks towering 
to the fkies Form a fcene romantick in the 
extreme, on the other, rich fields of cul- 
tivation among which are here and there 
interfperfed in the happieft manner, num- 
berlefs cottages, a few large bungalows, 
belonging to Europeans, and clutters of 
the choiceft mango trees, that form the 
mpft delightful fliade ever impervious to 
the funs meridian rays. On our return^ 
the fort of Monghir at a diftance with 
the Ganges^ winding through an extenfive 
allernately feen and concealed, pre*. 

Fented 
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fented a fecond no lefs pleafing profpeGl; 
in fliort, I muft fay I never enjoyed a 
ride fo much fince I left my native land! 

We are this moment loling fight of the 
military ftation of Burrampore, where the 
Governor (laid only one day, as moft of 
the troops had marched from thence in 
confequence of orders for a general change 
of the brigades, nothing particular occurred 
from leaving Monghir on the i6th in- 
ilatlt, to our arrival at the above ftation 
on the 20 th in the evening — We faw in 
many parts of the ^ Coflinbazar river, 
which we entered below Rajemal, near 
Sooty, dreadful effe6ls of the late hurri* 
cane, boats of all forts buried in the 
fands, and human bodies innumerable ex- 
pofed to view, mangled and torn by jack- 
alls, dogs, and birds of prey, — altogether 
h moft pitious ! as well as offenfive fpec- 
tacle, I affure you! The Indiamen being 
all refitted again, and nearly ready for 
their voyages, I fliall immediately on my 
arrival at Calcutta clofe thefe important 
difpatches, if they fhould happen to alFord 
amufement to my beloved parents, I am 
iTatisfied. 1 2 
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Commander in Chief’s Bungalow^ 

Barrickpore Nov. the gotli. 

We arrived here fafe and found the 27th, 
and found many good people affembled 
from Calcutta to congratulate the Gover- 
nor on his return to the Prefidency. ; — ■ 
they all tellified their aftonilhment at ther 
extreme rapidity of our motions, and 
agreed in aflerting it the firft inftance of 
the kind, where fo very large a fleet of 
boats, performed, in lefs than four months. 
Inch an extenfive and difiicult navigation. 
As I am now con^e back to the very 
fpot we embarked from, and from whence 
my journal commenced, I beg leave to 
clofe this uninterefting detail, the perufal 
of which mull by this time have totally 
exhaufted the flock of patience you may 
jointly enjoy. By the late papers from the 
coaft, I am informed of poor George 
Cowper's death* in his way home from 
China! — The chief mate had got the com- 
mand of the Pitt ; — I pity my good aunt, 
her forrows will be great, as her affection 
for her children knows no bounds! — My 
kindefl duty to her, if you plcafe. The 

Government 
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Coverment houfe in Calcutta being only 
juft painted, has prevented our moving 
from hence, fmee we arrived, but in two 
or three days it will be ready for his 
Lordfliip’s reception: another large houfe 
clofe to it, is taken for the family, fo we 
fhall all be comfortably lodged this cold 
feafon, which we poor Indians are now 
making the moft of. Our winter amufe- 
ments are all begun, and weddings hap- 
pen daily. As I have now written fo long a 
letter to my deareft parents, for this is 
intended for their joint perufal, it muft 
not be expefted that I can find mate- 
rials for any more by this Ihip, the Buf- 
bridge Captain Robinfon, which fails m 
a few days for Europe direft. 

Calcutta December the 15th, 1787- 
As the packet is going down to the Buf- 
bridge Indiaman, I muft immediately clofe 
my difpatch which I kept open to inform 
you of our being once more fettled a$ 
the Prefidency in good health, &c. We 
came into town from Barrickpore the gd 
of this month, as the Government houfe 
was not finiftied for his Lordlhip’s recep* 

luta 
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tifjn before, tlio’ the repairs had been or- 
tiered jull on our leaving it — |t is now 
3 :r3oft beautiful nianhon indeed. His 
iubrdflup ever attentive to the comfort 
atra convenience of thole about him, has 
takeh another noble houfe for his family, 
and pays the rent out of his own allow- 
ances; I am now waiting in one of the 
beft and cooleft bed chamber’s in Calcutt i, 
and have a linall lludy belides, and every 
c^Onvenience for my horfes and fervants — 
\Ve are moll elegantly lodged, I alfure 
you, thanks to his unbounded goodnefs 1 
tktended to us all! Now my deareft pa- 
jrents adieu for the prefent, I pray Qod 
to centinue to you both, health and every 
comfort the world affords — may he re- 
unite our fcattered family in due time; 
and gladden all our hearts! Thus prays 
your truly dutiful 

and affeflionate 

S„ O N 

N.iB. My Compliments, See, prefent tq 
.enquire after me. 


FIN I S* 






